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Who is OPHDE and what do we do?
The Office of Public Health, Data, and Education (OPHDE) is one of ten offices within the MCA. 

∙ Data collection and surveillance – data sources include seed-to-sale tracking and registration 
data, large population surveys as well as special surveys of priority groups to measure patterns 
of cannabis use 

∙ Policy-based education – focusing on state and local policies with public health and safety 
goals, for example, smoke-free policies and possession limits

∙ Industry education – includes the Responsible Vendor Training (RVT) program and new 
BeCannabisSmart industry newsletter

∙ Public and consumer education – mass-reach media as well as education initiatives tailored for 
priority groups such as new adult-use cannabis consumers
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Special considerations with youth media
As a regulatory agency, we focus on responsible use education for adults 21+ (of legal purchase age) as well as 
medical cannabis patients. We partner with other agencies for youth prevention and use research and focus 
group testing to avoid potential unintended consequences. 

Key partners
• Maryland Department of Health (MDH)
• Maryland Poison Center (MPC)
• Cannabis Public Health Advisory Council – studies 

the public health impact of adult-use cannabis 
legalization and makes public health 
recommendations on youth cannabis use and 
prevention, youth behavioral health and 
educational outcomes, educational programs 
including school-based initiatives, and public 
health campaigns. See 
https://health.maryland.gov/phpa/ohpetup/counc
il/Pages/default.aspx

https://health.maryland.gov/phpa/ohpetup/council/Pages/default.aspx
https://health.maryland.gov/phpa/ohpetup/council/Pages/default.aspx
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Youth protection/prevention media
A multi-phase youth protection campaign started in June 2024 (National 
Safety Awarness Month) to educate Maryland adults on preventing 
accidental ingestions by storing cannabis up, away, and out of sight. 

This fall, PSAs with medical experts were launched, reminding 
parents/caregivers about health risks of accidental exposures and 
importance of safely locking cannabis in the home.

In early 2025, the same set of medical expert PSAs will address the 
importance of ‘talking to your teens’ to prevent underage use.  

Finally, a campaign for middle- and high-school aged students is planned 
for 2025. Testing to identify messages that resonate with youth as well 
as placement strategies and tactics is planned for January. 

View the PSAs at 
https://cannabis.maryland.gov/Pages/BeCannabisSmart.aspx

https://cannabis.maryland.gov/Pages/BeCannabisSmart.aspx
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Additional youth protection media live now
To complement the PSAs (on TV, streaming platforms, and socials) the following billboards and paid social ads are 
also running.  
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Upcoming holiday 
focused youth 
protection media
The holidays present additional risks to kids with 
visitors and travel. Billboards and social ads with 
holiday images will be running to remind adults 
to always replace cannabis to a safe, locked 
place. Sneak peak! Images NOT final! 
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Opportunities to complement youth protection/prevention media
The following policy efforts, regulations, and practices can help protect youth by reducing youth access.

• Require lockboxes or lockable units to 
be on display for sale at point-of-
sale (POS)

• Re-stock and display low THC products 
in dispensaries

• Ensure dispensary ID checks SOPs are 
fully compliant and uniformly used

• Display MCA’s responsible use education 
materials at POS 

• Explore alternatives to youth-appealing 
product names and packaging

Access digital fact sheet and digital poster at 
https://cannabis.maryland.gov/Pages/BeCannabisSmart.aspx

https://cannabis.maryland.gov/Pages/BeCannabisSmart.aspx
https://cannabis.maryland.gov/Pages/BeCannabisSmart.aspx
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Patient education initiatives
The third 3rd annual Maryland Medical Cannabis Patient Survey (MMPCS) was just completed. After last year’s 
report showed opportunities to continue to reduce stigma in healthcare settings, fact sheets were developed to 
encourage patient-provider conversations. Where do you see educational needs?  

Once available, the MMCPS-24 report will be posted, https://cannabis.maryland.gov/Pages/Reports.aspx 

https://cannabis.maryland.gov/Pages/Reports.aspx
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